The Rev. Candis O’Meara, Pastor
Tenth Sunday After Pentecost
August 9, 2020

Next weekend’s readings:
Genesis 45:1-15; Matthew 15:10-28

LISTEN TO ST. PAUL SERVICES!
Visit our webpage, www.stpaullg.org, and click “Listen” to hear our services live on your smart
phone or computer! You can also view our bulletin, weekly service video, newsletters and
current calendar. Visit our Facebook page to view the service live Sunday morning at 9 a.m.
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Welcome!

Welcome to FB live worship!
Offerings may be mailed to P O Box 567, LG; placed in the mail slot in the office door, or as always, you may
give online. Thank you for supporting the ministries at St Paul!
We will celebrate Holy Communion this morning. You are invited to use whatever bread or crackers and wine
or juice you have on hand. We believe that Christ is truly present as we share whatever elements we have
available.
The 9 a.m. service will be on Facebook live and livestreamed on our webpage, www.stpaullg.org. It will also be
posted on our webpage and on our Facebook page after the service. You may also listen to last week’s

When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do
not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our
fears. In comforting words of scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us
peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s presence to others.

GATHERING
Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness endures
from generation to generation. Amen. Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
(Silence is kept for reflection.)

Reconciling God, we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence
in our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to believe
that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. We fear
difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. We sin in thought, word,
and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead
us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.
Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through ☩ Christ
Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

Prayer of the Day
O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people
from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Children’s Word by Caleb Parks

WORD
Reading: Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28
Though Joseph was Jacob’s favorite son, his jealous brothers sold him into slavery. Judah, who protected
Joseph’s life, later gives a moving speech before Joseph in Egypt, indicating that the brothers had
changed their ways (44:18-34).
1Jacob

settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land of Canaan. 2This is the story of
the family of Jacob.
Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his brothers; he was a helper to the
sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph brought a bad report of them to their father.
3Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his children, because he was the son of his old age; and
he had made him a long robe with sleeves. 4But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more
than all his brothers, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably to him.

12Now

his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. 13And Israel said to Joseph, “Are
not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.” He answered, “Here I
am.” 14So he said to him, “Go now, see if it is well with your brothers and with the flock; and bring word
back to me.” So he sent him from the valley of Hebron.
He came to Shechem, 15and a man found him wandering in the fields; the man asked him, “What are
you seeking?” 16“I am seeking my brothers,” he said; “tell me, please, where they are pasturing the
flock.” 17The man said, “They have gone away, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’ ” So Joseph
went after his brothers, and found them at Dothan. 18They saw him from a distance, and before he came
near to them, they conspired to kill him. 19They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer. 20Come
now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; then we shall say that a wild animal has devoured
him, and we shall see what will become of his dreams.” 21But when Reuben heard it, he delivered him
out of their hands, saying, “Let us not take his life.” 22Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him
into this pit here in the wilderness, but lay no hand on him”—that he might rescue him out of their hand
and restore him to his father. 23So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the
long robe with sleeves that he wore; 24and they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was empty;
there was no water in it.
25Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, with
their camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. 26Then Judah said to
his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? 27Come, let us sell him to the
Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands on him, for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers agreed.
28When some Midianite traders passed by, they drew Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, and sold him to
the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel Matthew 14:22-33

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord!
Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail despite their best
intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they are in trouble and
sustains them in their time of fear and doubt.
22[Jesus]

made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of Galilee],
while he dismissed the crowds.23And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by
himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24but by this time the boat, battered by the
waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25And early in the morning he came walking
toward them on the sea. 26But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying,
“It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it
is I; do not be afraid.”
28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29He said, “Come.”
So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30But when he
noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!”
31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you
doubt?” 32When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat worshiped him, saying,
“Truly you are the Son of God.”
This is the gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ!

Sermon
Hymn of the Day

ELW 756 “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” vs. 1,4
Eternal Father, strong to save, whose arm has bound the restless wave,
who bade the mighty ocean deep its own appointed limits keep:
oh, hear us when we cry to thee for those in peril on the sea.
O Trinity of love and pow'r, all trav'lers guard in danger's hour
from rock and tempest, fire and foe, protect them wheresoe'er they go;
thus evermore shall rise to thee glad hymns and praise from land and sea.

Rev. Candis O’Meara

Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

For your whole church throughout the world. Give courage in the midst of storms, so that we see and hear
Jesus calling: “Take heart, it is I: do not be afraid.” May we follow Christ wherever he leads. We pray for the
ministries of Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Collique, Peru. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
For the nations and their leaders. In you, steadfast love and faithfulness meet, and righteousness and peace
kiss. May nations in conflict know the peace that is the fruit of justice, and the justice that is the path to
peace. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
For those in need. Everyone who calls upon your name will be saved. Accompany all who are lonely, hear the
voices of those who cry out in anguish, and support those who are frustrated in their search for an affordable
place to live. We pray for those suffering this day. We pray especially for all affected by the COVID virus and for
the families of Earnest Knesek, Richard Gerik, and Tara Kanady; Albert, Annie, Barbara, Beth, Pastor Bill,
Bonnie, Brooke, Calvin, Chantel, Clarence, Darren, David, Diane, Don, Donald, Doris, Ed, Edna Mae, Elva,
Emmaus, Enid, Gaby, J.C., Jamie, Jenelle, Jerry, Juanita, Kay, Kaycee, Leon, Lisa, London, Marjatta, Mark,
Megan, Mel, Milroy, Oliver, Richard, Rose, Sherry, Tami, __________________________ and for those we name
now in the silence of our hearts. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
For our congregation. You have gathered us here today as your people and we thank you for this gift. We pray
for those who are new to this community, for students and teachers preparing for a new school year, and for
those struggling with unexpected hardship. Supply us generously with your grace for our life together. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Offering
Offering Prayer

God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. Water and
word, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Nourish us through these gifts, that we might
proclaim your steadfast love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our
song. Amen.

MEAL
The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen .
(At this time, eat the Bread, drink the juice)

Communion Blessing
Prayer after Communion

God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have been united by your
presence among us. Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that we may share your
neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life.

SENDING
Blessing

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus. God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep
you in eternal love. Amen.

Sending Song

ELW 763 “My Life Flows On in Endless Song” vs. 1,4
My life flows on in endless song; above earth's lamentation,
I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new creation.
Refrain

No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that Rock I'm clinging.
Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, how can I keep from singing?

The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a fountain ever springing!
All things are mine since I am his! How can I keep from singing? Refrain

Dismissal

Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God. And we will!

Blessing of Teachers, Students and Backpacks
Wednesday, August 19, 6:30 p.m. in parking lot
We will gather in the shady part of the parking lot on Walnut Street,
wearing masks and observing social distancing.
All School employees and students are invited. Students are
encouraged to bring their backpacks for a blessing.

RECOVERING AT HOME: Kay Dippel, Calvin Kuehn
OUR CHRISTIAN CONDOLENCES to the family of Tim & Susan Knesek, on the death of his
father, Earnest. Rest eternal grant him, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine on him.
ALL PRAYER CONCERNS OR ANNOUNCEMENTS must be given to the church office by 5
p.m. on Wednesday to be included in the weekend’s bulletin.
HOLY COMMUNION: We will celebrate Holy Communion this morning. You are invited to
use whatever bread or crackers and wine or juice you have on hand. We believe that Christ is
truly present as we share whatever elements we have available. Three things make a
sacrament: an earthly element (bread, wine, water, etc.), a promise from God (take and eat/
drink . . . for the forgiveness of sins), and a commandment from God (do this in remembrance
of me).

OFFERINGS can be mailed to St. Paul, PO Box 567, La Grange, Texas, 78945 or brought to
the church office, 427 S Washington St. A new “drop box” was installed recently in the office
door. It does not have a slot - you have to open a little door to drop your offering in! You
may also donate online by going to our home page (www.stpaullg.org) and clicking “Donate
Now.” You will be directed to MyEofferings where you can register to give online. You choose
the frequency of giving - you may make a one time offering or schedule when you prefer.
Thank you for supporting St. Paul.
NOTES TO OUR NURSING & ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY RESIDENTS: If you have
time, please consider mailing a card or note to our members in the nursing and/or assisted
living facilities. We have members in Jefferson Place, Care Inn, Monument Hill, Bastrop,
Columbus, Giddings, and Schulenburg. Call the church office if you need names and
addresses.
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED: We are at the office during the week, but are limiting office
traffic to keep us all safe. If you must come in, please call us and let us know when to expect
you. Masks are required, any correspondence can be put in the drawer in the office door.
Thank you!

Saint Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
POB 567 / 110 W. Walnut Street, La Grange, Texas 78945
Rev. Candis O’Meara, Pastor Cell: 979-966-2459
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Caleb Parks, Faith Life Leader Cell: 512-944-7859 stpaulfaithlife@gmail.com
Parish Office: 979-968-5657 Fax: 979-968-6950 Fellowship Hall: 979-968-9603
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